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* Dr. William Mot? 
DOE 
Environmental Control Division 

' Mail Stop E2Gl 
Washington, D.C. 20545 

Re: Uranium in the Woburn Dump 

Dear Dr. Mott: 

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health has been informed that 
uranium ore was disposed of in a dump site in Woburn, Massachusetts sometime 
in 1960. x. -.. 

' The National Lead Company, was under contract with a federal agency to 
assay uranium ore at their laboratory located in,Wincheater, Massachusetts. 
At the close of the contract some fifty 55 gallon- drums of low grade ore 
were disposed of in the dump site in Woburn by burial. The ore was said 
to contain approximately the same amount of radioactivity as the granite ?I 
the area. The dump was closed SbUWtime later and covered over with eartl,. 

Several years later the site was developed as an industrial park with 
several companies now located on lthe site. The exavated material was dumped 
in the new Woburn dump located a few miles away. 

The Department of Public Health requests that your agency assist in 
determining whether any health hazard to the general public exists as a 
result of this situation. 

Your early response to this request will be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

GSP/lap 

GERALD S. PARXEP.. P.F.. 
Assistant Commissicm?r 



'~Uoburn t&mpsItc. Moburn. Massachusetts 

: 

In response to E. 1. Keller's Iotter of OEtbbor 15. 1979, the ~rsuance 
of themzport on the YInchester Aaalytlul Laboratory has beeo delayed 
due to lack of deflnltlve runey infomatlon (see wr aaorandu to 
E. L. Keller dated September 11. 1979). Thls office. 4a conjunction 
with DKNL. has rlslted the city of Moburn. Assachusetts' lmdfljl. 

The survei conducted by both the DRWL ropresentatlve. Y. R. Cottrell, 
and by Bmrge Sulble of the Massac~setts Departmeet of kbllc Merlth, 
lodlutod 110 rrdloactlrlty rbove the average area beckgrmmd (4SDDc/m). 
Tbe results of the sol1 samples are not In yet, but It lt expected that 
theyulll rarffy the portable lnstrment results. 
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